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From: - Licutcnant Commandor ¥, D. RESGLE, Ui,
To ¢ The Chief of Naval Operations,

Via 3 Tho Comzandant, Hleventh Kaval Pigtrict,
Subject: Japaneas Question, Report on. )

- Hoferenca: -(a) Ca¥av lir file (82)A6~5/mr37 Co~16-B~7/RB AS~5/m537

Serdal Lo, 01742316 of 12/30/1a,

(b) Reports of ¥r. C. 2, lunsen, Special Representative
- of the state Bepzrizent, oa Japzncoe on tha Yesth
Coast, dzted Yov. 7y 1LY, and Dec. 20, 1941, <

(e) YT 119 fieport, file BIO/NDIL/ZF3Y/h6-2, serial LA/g52,
of 3/27/L1, sabjectiTsiT,

- (d) 1T 119 Beport, file CIC/unl3 /w37 /062, serial LA/5223
of B/K/LY, subject-lTszI.

(e) ¥IT 139 Keport,. rile BIO LA/HOL /P37 /Pe~2, sortal |
L6352 of 2/12/11, mabject-HIDUSIIA-KAT,

(£) INT 119 Roport, f£ile BIC-LA/IENY /iF37 /P82, sorial
LiflA7 of 1/5/42, subjeet-RIpsT Organisations and
Activitiag, o

(2) Depb. of Cormorce Bullebing Sariecs P-3, Muober 23;
dated 12/9//1.

Inclosures (£) Transcripts of J, B, haghes! broadezsts of Jan. 5, 6,
" 75 9, 15, 19, and 20, 1342, o
(B) F.B.1.,L,A. Report yo supnnsse Activities, Los kngelss,
dated Jan, 20, 1wz,

1. In zecordance with porarrzch 2 of rzferancs (2), the follow
ing vicwo end opinions with supporting fucts snd stetusents ore subrdttad,

The Lollowing opdnions, amplificd in suceosding paragraphs,
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eitizens of Japanese ancestry to elien-born Japuness in the United Statez io

at present elmost 3 to 1, and repidly increzsing,

(o) That of the J=pa:x=:ze~born alisn pss:.dents. the lu-ga 5
pajority sre at least ass'vd,_v loyel to ths United statss, That is, they '
would knowlngly do nothing vhatever to tha injury of the United states , tub :
al ths sams time would not do anything to the injury of Japan, 4lso, mest ¥
of the remeinder would nod engaro in setive sebotans or Anrurrection, but
right weil do surreptitious obematlon work for Japanese linterests if given :
a convenlent opportunity, ‘
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h
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(c) That, h omever, thers are among ths Jan:mcsa bath 2lien and .
United States citizans, certain inulv.ma:.ls, either dslivers toly plsced by N
the Jepancos govermsn: or actuated by a fanctical loyaliy to that count
« T W’
Wi

sho would aet ag szboteurs or acenty. 1is r‘;l....bﬂr is estizated to Le less.
than throe per cent of the ¢ob 4 or :ca*t. 3500 in ths entive United Stetes,

:3'
n

(Q) Thet of tho prroons menticnezd i’l (c) sbove, tho most
dangerous are eithsr olroudy in oustodia) debanbion or are remuers of such
Kaigun Kyokei (Iavy League),
or tlie Heimsha Kal (Bilitary servics keals Lo ague ), or *"f_!...ic.r.cd ETCUDS. ;
Tne membersiip of thess groups is aLn.acgr fairly well known to the ..aV—l .Ln- ;
tellizonce service or thes Federal Eurcay of In vesbisntlon and ,10ulc1 Imredi-~ :
E'.telj be plrced in custodial detention, irrespe sective of vhether + they cre alies
or citizen, (See references (e) and (). ' C .

[ ]

(2) That, 23 & basic policy tending touard the permanent solu~
tion of thig ,,rmlam, the Asorican eitisens of Jopanvse ancestry should bs
Off.l.c.x.&:l_L}' encourazed in their effcrts toucrd loys and accegptance as bona
Lide citizens; thot s...»::y' Le zecorded 2 vlacs in tho nintionnl effort through
such agencios as ths Red Crozs z, and evaen such
activilics ocg ship ond eireraf : oauction activi-
tioa, even tnou':n subjech to greater in s'c:t" stive c‘noc}:a s to background
end loyalty, ete., then Coucasimn .:‘uwr.gcuns. "
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(£) That in spite of pars e
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government to act es agents, In spile of thelr legal citizenship and the pro-
tection afforded thenm by the Blll o2 R.lrvﬂtu ; they chould bz lcoked upon as
enexy a2lions end many of them placed in custodlal detantlon. - Thi
nunbers between 680 and 7C0 in t"ﬂ Log fngeles mebrogolitza arse and &b least
that meny in other parts of Southern Calitornia,

(g) Thet the writsr heartily agrses with the reports subsiited
by ¥r, Kunson, (xeferencs (b) of this report.) .

(h) That, in short, tha cntire “Japansse Problem® has been

mazrnitied out of its true proportion, largely beczuse of the physicel charec- |
S l 2 [ Y }

teristics of the psople; thet.it is no nmore seriocus than tho problens of the
Germen, Itallan, and Communistlic portions ol the United States populstion, and,
finally thzt it should be hr:_ndlccz on the basis of the individuol, repurdless
of cizz.ben.,..ip, end net on & raciel bzsis,

(i) That the abova opiniong ara and will contlimiz to be true
Just so lonz as theee people, Insci and Hisel, are given an opportunity to be
xsélf—-mpnsrtinu s but that if CU.ICLL’L:LD;I.-; coantimie in the twend they 2ppaar to bw
taldne 2s of this date; Iic., leous of cnplovz:cn'b and income due T enti~Jepanmsse

ag.:.tut.:.o.‘ by and among Couessian t~f-riu=.n ontimzd pef'so.x'ﬂ. ctiachs by f
Filipinos and other racisl grouns, denial o;. r-.L.‘}.«i‘ funds to desgpereately nsedy

ceses, cancullation of liconses for mariets, producs hiouses, stores, cte., by
C‘Ll.l.i‘bl“ni?. Stato suthordities, discharges Ivom Jobse b; the viholesala, unnacesgw
carily harsh roastrictions on "y raval 5 dmcluding discriminstory regulatione azaing
ell Heged provarting them fron ...n*'m'ln._, in commercial f.z_sh_of“mth erc will ros‘c
cex ‘“"LJ bs oubbreaks of sabotzze, riots, ané other civil girife in the nob toc
dictant future. '

_l-

I¥ BACKGRCUND.

(1) In order thzt the cqualificctions of the writer to express
tha cbove opinions mey be clcarly unusrst.ood, hie background of a\.q aintanes
with this problen is seb forth,

(a) Thres years! study of the Jzpansse lang
people 2s a navel Jlanmage student atiached to Ll United 3tztes z».:‘xb“ 97 in
Tokyo Lrom 1623 to 1931,
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- (b) Oae yearts duty as Aesistant District Inbelligence 0fficer,
Pourteeath Haval District (Bawaii) from July 1936 to July 1937, : .

. " (c) Duty as Ascistent District Intellisencs Oificer, Fleventh
iavel District, in charpe of Liaval Intellipgence matters in Los Anzelas and
vicinily from July 1940 to ths vresent time, .

(2) As 2 result of ths above, ths writer has over the last
sevorel years developed a very great intsrest in the rroblem of the Japansse
in Amerdea, particularly vdih regard io the future position of the United
States cdlizen of Japanese aucestry, and hos souzht contzet with certain of
their leaders, He hag lilkawrise discussed tho rmattor widely wdath meny Caucasisn -

Aeericans who have lived with the problem for yeors. As a result, the writer

believes firmly that the only wltinmate soiution is a2t outlined in paragraphs
I(e) and I(h) above; narely, to deliboratoly znd officially encoureza tha
Amsrican citizen of Japanesz ancestry in his efforts to b2 a loyal citizen and
to help hin to bs 2o accepted by the gomoral publie,

TEX  ELARCRATION OF CPLIIONS TXPRESSED IN PARAGRAPH I.
(1) For purposes of bruvity and clearness » four Japanege words
<«

in coruon uge by Amsricans as well &6 Jzpansse in referring to thess peopls |
%11l bs explained. Hereafter these words will bs uced where nppropriats,

I3SEI (proncunced ee-cay) resning Wiirst gemeration.® Used
to refer to those who were bora in Japen; hence, slien Japaaese in the United
Statesg. .

NISET (promounced nec-nny) meaning tsecond generation, ™

) . 0 9 - o “- g
Used for those ehildren of ISSIY born in tho Unitud States,

b1 A
Aaduidns
SASEY (pronounced gin-ssy) wmesning Rthird gencration,n
Children of NISII. ‘

°

Jepru and who have now returned to the Unitsd Siates.

2 pp— — .

(2) The one statement in parazraph X(2) above which appears to
nesd elaboration is that seventy-Live per canb or mors of thu yisoi are Lol
Unitod States citizens., This point was explained ab roms lonsbh in references

o o S
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(c) and (d). The opinion wag formed largely thrrough personel conbact with the
Hisel themselves and their chief organization, the Japancse Americen Citicens
Lesgue, It was clso fermed through intervicws with rany reoplo in governrsnt
cireles, law—enforcoment officers, bumincss man, ebc., who have deald with
them over a period of many yesrs., Thers are several conclusive proafs of thism
statesent vhich can be advanced. Thesa are— '

- {2) The actlon taken by the Japanese American Citizens League

’ in conventlon in Seata Ana, Californiz, on Jemuwary 11, 1542. This convention
voted to requirs the folleidng cath 4o bs talren, signed, end notarized by

‘ svery member of that organiszation as a prerequisite fox mezibership for the yezw
‘; 1942, and fop all merlors token iunto the. organizebion in the fulure:

"I, - -_» Go golemmly swesy that I +dill

supsort and defond tha Consbitubion of the

o1l ensudes, foreizn and’

> tras f=lth and

netd I ohwrely repouncs
g I r2y have kmon-

- ingly or unimowingly held in the pashty and that

’ I toko this obligation freely without eny

i ’ rental reservation or purpess of evesion, So _

help me God,” P

e
1

(B) Y¥any of the Hisel leaders hove voluntarily contributod
veluable anbi-gulveraive information to this and other goevernmental agencisa,
(See roference (d) and enclosurs (3),

~~
(24
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a¢ Consular staff, leaders of the Contr
s wiio ere knowa to heve been sympathoiic to / .
elves tirust the MNised, : _—
(d) Thet a very great pany of ilie Nisel have tu¥en Jegal steps
through the Jepanese Censulalo and the Governmant of Japon to officizlly
divest therselves of Jepeacse citizenship (duel eitizenchip) even though by
§0 duing they boeoms lepally dead in the eyes of the Japanvse luw, and are no
ionger ellgible to inherlt any property which they or their farmily may have
held in Japan, This opinien is furthsr am ; sferences (¢) and (d),

@ $
Jopanese Ascociztion, and of
Y

= her
the Japancse causz do not thesms
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: (J) The om_nio*z exprossed in parazraph I(h) abova 1s based on |
uhc _go.’*_losmq;;' The l 5% Tssel who lagally entered the United ¢ States did so in
1524, Host of then arr.wnd velora that vime; therefore, tnvs... people have besn

in the United States ab least cightzen years, or most of their adult life. :
They have their businesses and livelihoods hera. Lo.,t of them are zliens only
tecause the laws of the United States do nog pernit thow to Locoms naturalized, .
They have raised their children, the Nigal mentioued in perzzraph (1) sbove,

in the United States; wany of them have sons in the United States ernmy, ©Bxact |
.f.!.,;urs.s aro not evailable, Wb the loesl Nilitery Intellisencs offico estimztes -
thal epprocimatsly five ‘hnouusma Tisei in the 3hate of Caiifornia have entered o
the United States ar TRy 28 & rasult of ths Selective Sorvice Act. I does not -
sesn rsasonzble that thesxe "l_ n._. uwader tho above-conditions wouvld form an '
organized group for armed insurrcction or organized sabotzre, Insofar &s num-

bers go, thore aro only 48,697 alien Japanese in the eisht western states,

) The fo“o.,.:x.nu parag sraph quoted from an Associated Press aeso«va
n

from Washlugton relcrring to wo vegisiration of ene o7 aliens iz considered most
significant on this noinv: The growp videh meb rezister first conrises the

1;;,&,3 enowy aliens in the westeorn CO;-.de-‘hI'.LuDua: Californis, Idaho, i
Yontana, Ilevada, Cregon, Utzh, and ashington. The group ineludas 25,255 |
Gaz—'cn._\, 63,905 ILa.l...&rs, end 8,697 Japanase.? It in assumed that the Lore~ |
going f:.uurca 2xe based. either on t‘n:a 1910 ceasus or ihe alien ragistration :
vtu.c.‘x s taken the latier part of 1940, '

There arc two fzctors which must bo considered in this group of
t, the group includsc &4 sizzzble mumbor of “tcc‘w'c_l" alicns;
2 ¥iho, alt’r’-u"’n Jeponeso born end therelore lermally mms, entered
ales in dnfency, grew wp hers, and are ot hesrt Amzricon citiczena.
u~yco;za, t'ne PEXS L the Kiltel, renbicasd in paregraph J.(") shoidd bs con-
sidersd au these who arc moct loyal 4o Japon, since they themselves are the ones
o sent their chiildren 4o be educated and brought up c:r"ire_y in the Joponess
canner,

(&) Parzgragh I(c) needs no further elaboration,

(5) Peregraph I(4d) has Leen alaborated at length in raforences

() and (£).

(6) Mebovation of
these Anoricin~bora Cricalals es ¢
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drafts then for r.'il:x.x,ary servi ce, forces uh"‘l to pa; ey tazes, perform jury duty
ete,, and extends to than the cor mlcte n*obe\,t:_ox‘ Iforded by the Co*x.,u:ﬁn'c.mn
and Bill of Rights, and et ot tho san 3 time hes v.,.c.x:cd them with considerabls
suspicicn and distrust, and po fer 2z it ig knowa to tho writer, hes rmede no
particular effort to dovelop their loyalty to ths United stat g, othior than 2
nermit them to attend p iblic schools, They are sagrszeted es to v.ner:z they ,
wy live by seoning laws, discrindneted egainst in omployrent and wages, and i
reo.n.i’ed in nw"lv a.Ll "hcz.r efforte to prove thelr loyulty to the United
Stztes, yet ab the sarw time those of then who grovw o &bﬁ-‘.‘b the age of 16
years :m the Dn:z.’c.\.d Stztes znd then &9 to Jepon for a fow years of education
find themselves viewed with uore suspicion and disiruzht in thel counbry than ‘
they over wero in thz United Lnah.a, end the wsiority of thoem rstuwys after 2 -
short tiro thoroughly disillusioned sdth Jepen and move then nver loyel to the
United ""atca.

o

I ig gubmitited that the ou_s; pracilcel pormanent solumbion of
this probleiz is to indocirinube and abserb thege people, accent then as an j
integral poat of the United Stotes po:z:l:.i,;on, uv21 L;.ou:sz "u.lw}" rexadin a rzelol:
pdnority, and officiully axiend to them the righis and privileges of citizen— |
ship, zs weL‘L ag domanding of them the dubies and ohligations. ’

Furthermore, if some such s
prosb"*'t"zg end propoagandn azong tiiea is
acting throumn Cousula ze.,, Consulaxr sren
arﬂlCLa.LC c...uos,":;m ist and Shinto pries i
Stautes iredgrabion lows may and heve enl country freely, rogardless of

welusion laws or guota as Wadnisters of glonde—trade Liealy aliens,
steamship and travol "-'nc:x.cs, Vooodwill® pissicns, cte, It ig well l‘no.n to
the vriter 'm &t his ...cmza..:*u.z\ca with end encourazemsnt of jilsel lcaders in
thelr offoris towards imericanimabion wzs a nzticr of censidersble concern to
tho forier Japansso Consul at Lus Angeles,

5 &re nob ta.k.en, the £i=ld for
{ elv no JL“‘"“""‘ inber es'ca'

-

'o'zg,h a ow.r’x: :Ln the x.z""‘ed

3

It iz subziticd thet the ¥isei cuul'3 Le accoxdsd a place in
the national war cifort witheout ricsk or cl_a-,'_',cr, and thal such a step would go
farther than anything else towards cemunting their leraliy to the United
Ctates. DBeczuso oi‘ their phycical c‘.arc.ctcrigtics they would be most easily
observed, far ocsier than doubtful eitizens of the Conensian rocs, guch
naturalized Gernans, Itelians, or native-born Commmniszhts,  They wrould, of

cuurse, be subjoet to the sama or nore stringent checks zs to - wiground than
the C..wca izns betfore thsy wers ecployed. :
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(7) ¥o olchoration is. considered nécossary foxr parsgrazhs I(£),
i(g), and I(h), :

(o) Zlaboration of pee_pagrap‘v. (1), The opinion outlined in this
paregreph is considersod most sericus and most urgent, Thers alivady ocists a
grec..‘c. deal of economic distress duo to ~'c:h war couditions ag Irozen credits ¥
4 and zcccunts, oas of e.uni.o,,..,nu, closiny of busin seog, reeurictions on travel,: '
: stac, This conditicn is growing worase daily as the savings of most of ths "!’“c"zc—
docinsted families are being used up, Ao an exan Die, Lhe following cengus,
takon by missionery interests, of alien femilies in the Listing village on
J.e-::ub..l Island is submitted:

:S

(2}
-

3

How long can you maintain your fanily without work?h
.o Imediate attention ~ 9 families
" L month —-— 52 fomilies
2 months — b) fr:iliasg
3 ronths ~ &L fenilicos
& ponths ~ 22 fzmilieg

5 months, 20 families
6 to 1C months 129 faxilies |
: Ovaer 10 nonthg O fzzilies

Yotal LT familieq,
Large mubers of poople, both Ipsei and Hisel, &re idle now,
; and thair pusher is Lm,.._.h. Chilaren ore Lesinmwing o be unzble to atien d
b N

‘o

school throuzh lack of food and clo::z:m". there have been alrecdy Iincipient
ricts brought ebaut by unprovoked atiachs by Filiniros oa r*rson.; of the Japo-
nese recs, regerdloss of citircensain, Tuere weab desl of indiseriminate

Wimdapmnase agitation stirring the vhiie population by such ‘,,orlo ag Ledl
! Kang, {omar Movel llmzorve officor, Jazsg Ioa'v, lisarss correspondent, in his
i lzciures; 2nd John L, Ilumes raedio commeniator, t ~'a.v-=scr_v.p'c.a of
vhose brozdeusta are submibted as enclosure (4).

-

Thera ars just cnoush half truths in thess erticles and n“:ztn-
rments to render thom excesdingly dangercus and to erouas o treusn ndous azount
of violent mnl—’am_ne se feeling arong Caucasions of alll claases who awe nob
thercughly inforzod as to the situs ‘ien. It is noh d thet in these bread-
casts, .'1"»- urees, euve,, thors are no ddstinctions mede shatevor betucen the
actual nombers of the Japaness rddibevy forces in v.k.:'mt and the gzeond and
third gencrsiion citizens of Japenusc e

citry bora and brou zoboup in the
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United States, It must also bo romsubered that reny of um parsons and groupy
agiteting anbi-Jeponese sentiment sgeinst the Issed and liged have dens so for
sore time from ulterior metives~—notable is thec anti~Japsoness agitzilon by the
Jugo~tlav fishermen who frenkly desirs to cllmir...to corpetition in the fighing
industiry, i

It is further noted that according to the local press, Congress=
man Lelond ¥, FPord has introducsd a. bill in Comgress providing for the ramsvel -

. and interment in conceontration cwmps of all citizens and recidents of Japanese

extraction, which according to the censug figures vould amount to about 127,CC e':s
people of 21l ages and sexes In the continentsl Uniled States, plus an adddi-
t3 on..l 152,000 in Hawaldl and other terzitorics and pose 6310:-.:, exeluding the
Fh ppi o5, (8o referencs (L,) for nopulation. cr-‘ﬂ"ao:-n) it is sutmitted
thzt such e propositicn ig ned only wwarranted bub very umvlse, since iV would
undoubtedly alienate tha loyalty of mony thousands of persons r.‘o vourld other
wiss be entirely loyal to the Unlted Ctates , would &dd ihs axtra burden of
gupperting and guarding these people to the wer coffert, would disrupt pany
soentiel tmsincsses, IlOuE‘.D.Lj thet of the growing ond sur lying of .fca"""ui’fa;
and would probebly couss a widesprazd outbreozk of sibobage and riot,
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1) Pased on the zhove opinions, the following racoomendabtions
for tha handling of this ciluation are submitted:

oz mesns ’.*hercuy potentialiy dangerous United
seng ray be held in custodial detention es well z3 alisng, It is

tates cilis
subrdtted that in 2 ndiltary #theater of upa,rk.t-"* sh=——iich abt opresent includss
all Lhe Yoot coast—=3ihls mirht be done by roview of indlvidual cases by bonrda
coizposed of nmubers of "n.li’..z‘.nr Tntellizence, Haval Intelligence, end the .

Depertinnt of Juctice.

bove, hold in custodial deten-
ibed or Gerpan, Italian, or

13 C! Li?:ns as dengerou
sat X4 a.re deened donperous to the

wmathizers end :_”-r."tors
Ng oi’ ‘Lm United Stzis

() Similer procsdure to be followed in casce of aliens—nob
only Junanese, tut other alicns of whatever netionslity, whether sc—called

sfriendiy® 2liens or nob, Ihls suzgesticn is rade sinca it is bslicved that
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there exist other eliens—5 panish, Yozicon, Portumuess, Slavonien, French, ¢
vho are escbive Arig pynpathizers.
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.(d) Other sugzestions as isted in roference (a)

(c) In the cases of persons held in custodial wtontio“ a, whet
alien or citizen, sec that soms definite provision is mada for the support «

their dependent fasilien, This could be dans by:

(1) I{cleasi_ng‘certain specified emounts fron these people
#frozan® funds monthly for bthe support of theze dependents,

(2) ¥aking definite provisions thz~a‘-.zg"x relief funds for i
shpport of such dspande nts 2 so that they will not become elther public char;
or cmbitterod arainst the trited Stebes, and themselves danperous

ternald pzacs snd securilty of the country. -
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(£) In the interest of anntiozal uaity and internal poase and
3

2 by iy
pecurity scme measurcs should ke inst
£,

ituted ©o resbroin egitators of doli r:
"ml »ress who ore attamohineg to crouse senti;ment zad bring cbout acbien——
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private, loc <.l, .,r,e.t-a, and nationsl, offieisl and wmoifficial, against these
pc ople on the basis of racs alone, complsiely n e;lectln\_, o:.ck.rr*cu“d, traini

and ¢iiizenship,
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